Inherited susceptibility to colorectal cancer.
Colorectal cancer and its potential precursor, adenomatous polyps, tend to aggregate in families, but it is not clear why. Heritability is established for only rare colorectal cancers, some prominently involving polyposis. Preliminary studies suggest, however, that susceptibility to the common colorectal cancer precursors, "sporadic" adenomatous polyps, is also inherited.